


RECTORY: 

Phone #’s : 
(708) 453-4800 / 453-5308  

Fax #: (708) 453-6141 

   

EMAIL ADDRESS: 
stcyprianchurch@netzero.net 

 

WEB SITE ADDRESS:  
www.stcyprian.org 

 

2601 Clinton Street 
River Grove, IL. 60171 

 
SCHOOL : 

2561 Clinton Street 
(708) 453-6300 

Fax (708) 453-6141 
Extended Day Care: 

(708) 533-4401 
 

Religious Education: 
2601 Clinton Street 

(708) 453-5719 
 

Rev. Eugene Gratkowski 
Pastor 

 

Rev. Thomas M. Powers 
Pastor Emeritus 

 

Sr. Kathleen Klingen, O.P. 
School Principal 

 

Ms. Mary Morvay 
CRE 

 

Mr. James Platt (retired) 
Deacon 

Office Hours:  
MONDAY - FRIDAY 

8:30AM - 8:00PM 

(closed during Lunch 12PM - 1PM) 

SATURDAY 
9:00AM - 6:00PM 

SUNDAY 
8:30AM - NOON 
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CHRISTIAN UNITY  
The Pontifical Council for Promoting Christian Unity and 
the World Council of Churches encourage their faithful to 
celebrate the Week of Prayer for Christian Unity between 
the feasts of St. Peter and St. Paul, January 18 through 
January 25, 2012.  
 

How can each of us, every Catholic and every parish in the Archdiocese, respond to 
this call for a personal and church-transforming attitude of desire for visible 
Christian unity? We can pray each day from January 18 through January 25. We 
can begin by saying one Our Father on each of those days, thus uniting our prayers 
for unity with Christians world-wide.  

 
RELIGIOUS  GIVE  THANKS 
A  Benedictine nun writes:  “We ask God to bless the faithful who made 
contributions in order to help us in our retirement.”  Senior Catholic  sisters, 
brothers, and religious order priests offer their heartfelt thanks and prayers for 
your donation to the Retirement Fund for the Religious. 
 

2012 MASS BOOK OPEN 
Each day at every Mass, intentions of our loved ones are prayed for. This is a 
wonderful way to remember those who have passed away. You can have a 
Mass said for their birthday, as a remembrance of their date of death, or for 
other occasions in your family. Intentions can be for the living or the deceased, 
they can be for anniversaries or special intentions of thanksgiving or for a 
special need. Our Mass Book for the 2012 year is now open.   Mass intentions 
are $10. Stop in the Rectory for more information. If you are going to a wake, 
we have cards that can be taken to the funeral home with the date and time of 
the Mass you request. We cannot promise any intention, unless submitted at 
least 2 weeks prior to the date of publication, will be printed in the Bridge! 

 
END  OF THE YEAR 2011 - CHARITABLE 
CONTRIBUTION STATEMENT 
Now that the New Year is upon us, we would like to remind 
you that a year end statement of contributions is available 
from the rectory.  Your statement will be ready for pick-up 

three days after your request.  Call the rectory office at 708-453-4800.  Please 
have your envelope number ready, as well as your name and phone number, 
when you call. 

 January 7th/8th $ 6,638. 

Children’s (included in above)         $ 43. 

Last year (corresponding Sunday) $ 6,427. 

Christmas/Sunday Dec. 25th 2011(to date)  $ 23,341. 
Christmas the 25th & Sunday, Dec. 26th 2010 (combined) $ 22,134. 

Religious Retirement Fund Collection (Jan. 7/8) $1,648. 
Religious Retirement Fund Jan. 2010 $ 2,014. 

Thank  you for  
your generosity!  



 
Sunday, January 15th 
9:30 We Are Now - AA 

 
Monday, January 16th 
Martin Luther King, Jr. 

Federal Holiday -  
No School 

 
Tuesday, January 17th 

4:00 RE Classes 
7:00 JH Classes 

 
Wednesday, January 

18th 
7:30 Seeds of Faith - AA 

 
Thursday, January 19th 

 
Friday, January 20th 

 
Saturday, January 21st  

KARAOKE  NIGHT 
6 –10 pm 

 
Sunday, January 22nd 
9:30 We Are Now - AA 

12:30  Baptisms 
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FREE  TAX  PREPARATION 
Wondering how you’ll file your taxes this winter?  Let the dedicated volunteers 
of Ladder Up’s Tax Assistance Program prepare your income taxes for FREE!  
Visit one of 18 Tax Assistance Program sites to have  your  taxes electronically 
prepared and e-filed for free by a  volunteer professional.  Sites are open on 
Saturday mornings from January 21 to April 14, 2012 and select sites are open 
on weeknights.  For a full list and more information, please visit 
www.goladderup.org or call (312) 409-1555. 
 

RIVER  GROVE  LIBRARY - Your community  
resource for: reading, writing, speaking, photography  
plus much much more! Check these out... 
 
 BOOK  CLUB 
The Book Club is returning to the River Grove Public 
Library. The book club will meet on Monday January 
30th at 7:00 pm. The book for January is Half Broke 
Horses, by Jeannette Walls. Patrons can check a copy of 

the book out at the circulation desk. Sign up is required. 
 
  ESL  CLASSES (English Second Language) 
Free ESL Conversational classes offered at the River Grove Public Library.  
This on-going class began January 10th at 7pm.  Call 708-453-4484 to register 
for the class. 
 
 DIGITAL  PHOTOGRAPHY  WORKSHOP 
Want to learn more about your new camera?  Interested in sharing your  
pictures online?  Come to the Digital Photography Workshop on Tuesday, 
January 24th at 7:00 pm and learn how to get the most out of your camera and 
how to set up your own online photo gallery.  Bring your camera in and have 
your questions answered. Visit the River Grove Public Library to sign up.  Sign 
up is required! 

S e c o n d  a n n u a l  K A R A O K E  N I G H T  
S a t u r d a y ,  J a n .  2 1 s t  f r o m  6  t o  1 0 P m  :    

 

F o o d ,  L i b a t i o n s ,  D e s s e r t  C a f e ' ,  O p e n  M i k e  M a d n e s s   

P L U S  

A  M u s i c a l  T r i b u t e  t o  F r .  G e n e   

M a k e  p l a n s  t o  j o i n  i n  O n  t h e  f u n ! .  

$ 1 0  p e r  p e r s o n  o r  $ 2 5  p e r  f a m i l y  



SCHOOL  NEWS 
 
 

IF YOU DON'T KNOW WHERE  YOU ARE 
GOING, ANY ROAD WILL GET YOU THERE! 
 

- - - Lewis  Carroll 
 
Our road is oh so connected to the Incarnation 
and we can rejoice and be glad. Thank you, 
God, for our beautiful faith. 
 

Happy New Year to you and many blessings 
for wonderful 2012!  We continue with our 
theme, “Wherever you go, make friends” as we 
make plans to celebrate Catholic Schools Week 
this year from January 29 through February 3, 
2012. Parents were asked by the teachers for 
information about your national background so 
that we might recognize, include and celebrate 
our cultures. Please join us for 9:00 a.m. Mass on 
Sunday, January 29 as we begin the celebration.  
It is important for you to invite others to join us 
for the Mass and open house as we begin 
registration for the next school year. 
 

The Family/School Association plans to have the 
free drawing for a one month's tuition following 
mass that morning. Winner must be present. 
 
GRATITUDE 
There are multiple reasons for my expression of 
gratitude to you for all that you are and all that you 
do for us and for others.  Special thanks for your 
personal Christmas wishes, gifts and donations. 
 
On behalf of the children and families of St. 
Cyprian I was privileged to receive gifts from 
many parishioners for tuition assistance. The 
tags on the giving trees included giving to our 
school and we are most grateful.  This year was 
the best ever!  Thank you. 
 
I also received a lovely letter and $500 check from 
Pamela J. Honzl, wife of John Honzl '56 for the 
Scholarship established in his name some years 
back. We have been blessed this Christmas and 
offer prayers for all benefactors. Thank you. 
 
 
 

ACADEMICS 
Students continue to shine at St. Cyprian and 

beyond.  Our graduates tell us that they are 
prepared for high school.  Results of the first 
ever EXPLORE test offered to all eighth 
graders in the Archdiocese reveal that our 
students are above the national norm.  This 
does not mean we can sit back however.  We 
continue to challenge, encourage and assist 
our children to become disciplined students of 
on-going learning. Reading is key.   

Please encourage good reading by providing time for 
reading every night at home. Children need to ask 
Mrs. McElhattan or teachers for suggested reading 
books.  Just yesterday the children in Kindergarten 
read their first story, Tag individually. Today they 
were so excited to tell me that the story was about 
the game tag.  Doll won the game and the loser, Tig, 
the tiger, lost and cried.  What a great way to have 
the discussion about winning and losing; playing fair 
and being nice to everyone along the way. 
 
Seventh and Eighth graders finished Spirit Bear 
together and loved it. Fifth graders read The 
Witch of Blackbird Pond and made connections 
to the theme of making friends, not judging 
others and not trusting others.  The fourth graders 
read The Whipping Boy and were amazed that 
one poor child would have to suffer for a child of 
royalty mistakes.  These novels were read before 
the vacation and recall today tells me that they 
not only enjoyed the reading, but remember the 
story details and message.  I am proud of our 
readers.  You might suggest that your young 
reader keep a list of all the books he/she reads 
and a very brief synopsis. 
 
HOLOCAUST REMEMBRANCE 
Israel Starck will be in school for a presentation 
about the holocaust on January 31, 2012.  Israel 
was 15 years old at the time of holocaust and will 
help us better understand the tragedies.  In 
preparation, the fourth graders will be reading, 
Number the Stars.  Other suggested reading for 
older children includes: The Boy in the Stripped 
Pajamas and Night, 

(Continued on next page 1st column) 
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Did You Know ?? 
Can you believe the 
first half of religious 
education classes are 

now over?  Our first grade students already know 
the Glory Be, Hail Mary and Our Father. The 
students took part in the baby bottle fundraiser; 
they returned about 75 baby bottles filled with 
change. The Confirmation students attended their 
Confirmation Rite of Election Mass and their 
retreat. The Confirmandi really enjoyed the retreat 
and learned more about the Sacrament of 
Confirmation. 
In the next few months we will be celebrating the 
Sacraments of First Reconciliation, Confirmation, 
and First Holy Communion.  We are always 
encouraging our students and families to attend 
Sunday Mass, and making them aware of the 
current changes that are now taking place. 
 
SEEKING  ALUMNAE  OF  THE  FORMER  
MOTHER  THEODORE  GUERIN  H.S. 
Alumnae of the former Mother Theodore Guerin 
High School are invited to have their Guerin rings 
blessed again when the current juniors of Guerin 
Prep receive their class rings at the annual ring 
ceremony, Friday, February 3, 2012 at 7 pm in the 
Cuny Auditorium of the school, 8001 W. Belmont 
Ave. A chocolate and wine reception will follow. 
Recipients of the Mother Theodore Guerin Spirit 
award and distinguished faculty members will be 
recognized. Mother Theodore Guerin graduated 
11,284 alums, many of which came from the 
parish. For more information, call Tina Eiternick-
Lilly ’91 Director of Alumni Relations at Guerin 
Prep HS tlilly@guerinprep.org or 708-437-4730. 
 
CONSIDERING  THE  PRIESTHOOD?       
The Archdiocese of Chicago Vocations Office 
helps men discern a call to the priesthood through 
retreats, visits to the seminary and discernment 
opportunities. As well, the Vocation Office works 
with men to determine their eligibility to apply to 
the seminary for the diocesan priesthood in 
Chicago.  Email: vocations@archchicago.org 
 

ADDED INCOME 
Thanks for using your Target Red Card for 
Holiday shopping.  Our bonus amount is now 
$14,490.46! 
 
Thank you to the Box Top Club that meets on 
Monday after school. We received our latest check 
for $ 886.60 during our vacation!  Total amount 
from Box Club is now $ 2,587.10!!! 
 
Besides the environment we are saving money 
with the paper recycling program too. We 
now have $1,641.86. Thanks and please keep 
saving paper, magazines, shredded papers, etc. 
Thank you to Manor Press for all the extra paper 
they re-cycle with us. 
 
EXPLORE  BECOMING AN ADRIAN  
DOMINICAN  SISTER 
Come meet the Dominican Sisters of Adrian to 
explore how God is inviting you  to serve and 
share your life with others. It is a demanding life 
on one hand,    but what a life it is to live as a 
Dominican Sister! Give it some thought.   Come 
share your heart's desire with us. Let's see if the 
charisma of Dominican  life -- prayer, study, 
community, and ministry -- is for you, and what 
more you can do to live through Jesus, with Jesus, 
and in Jesus. Our next "Come and See" in Adrian 
will be held Friday to Sunday, February 3-5, 2012.  
To register,  call Sister Durstyne Farnan, OP, at 
517-266-3530. 
 
Epic: A Journey through Church History 
Discover the story of our Church’s history from a 
Catholic perspective.  St. Celestine Parish will host 
a 20-week, video-based adult formation study 
which begins Wed. Jan. 18th at 7:15 p.m. then 
continues regularly on Tues. evenings.  
Registration starts Jan. 9th in the Pastoral Center, 
3020 N. 76th Court, Elmwood Park. Materials fee: 
$29.95. For more info see “Education/Formation” 
at www.stcelestineparish.org or contact Bob 
Mitchell at 773-622-8258. 
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JUST A REMINDER !    
Due to the privacy act we no longer 
are informed of those patients from 
our parish who are in the hospital. 
Please -  if you or a family member 
are hospitalized and want to be on 
our prayer list  “CALL” the rectory. 

 
Those who within the last two 
weeks have been hospitalized  

and/or have become seriously ill: 
  

Virgina Greco, William Pyzyna 
Adolph Poczatek, Mary Rzepka, 
Katelyn Vergel, Carmel Ruso, 
Robert Homan, Magaly Prado, 
George Graczyk, Sally Viitela, 

Joseph Guggenheimer  
 

 Those who within the last month  
need continuing prayers: 

  

Otilia Prado, Robert Gesse, 
 Robert Pope, Jack Sochnuk,   
Jim Mellett, Barbara Nevers,  
 Babies Lily Anna & Gabriella 

Hilgart 
 

 Those who have requested  
remaining on the prayer list: 

 (must contact the rectory to request remaining 
on this list beyond initial full month) 

 
Anna Lach, Mary Angelico, John Iovinelli, 

Sharon Kasper, Marie Lantgen, 
George Stockwell, Anthony Saracco, 

Carolyn Nanni, Michael DeLuca,  
Domenic Nanni, Jim Suerth, Bill Socki,  

Ruth Ferrell, Jim Hepner, Julio Bergollo, 
Brittany Steffens, Nanette Slovak 

Michael Scarpaci, Jovanni Ramos,  
Sharon Meyer, Deacon Jim Platt,    

Marion Riss, Bernard Kennedy, Sr., 
John Shannon, Michael Riester,  

 Daniel Staniec, Kataryna Lantgen,  
John Scheleski, Tom Mayer, Rita Tudron,  

Sylvia Lemanski, Sean Sullivan,  
 






 


 



   All the Faithful Departed 

 

MISSION STATEMENT  
of the 

St. CYPRIAN PARISH COMMUNITY 
 

St. Cyprian’s is a Catholic community that strives, 

in its works and in its worship, 

in its witness and welcome to all, 

to live the Gospel 

in union with one another and with Jesus, 

who is the heart of all that matters.  

 
 
 

Saturday evening MASS at 5:00 PM 
 

Sunday mornings at 7:30, 9:00 & 11:00 
 

Weekday mornings at 8:00 AM 
& 

Check bulletin for Holyday Mass times 
      
       SACRAMENTS: 

 

BAPTISM - All arrangements are to be made in advance by 
calling the rectory at (708) 453-4800.  
Baptisms are held on the 4th Sunday every month. 
 
RECONCILIATION - Saturday 4:15 to 4:45 PM. Individual 
appointments can be made by calling the rectory. 
 
MARRIAGE - Preparations should be made 6 months in 
advance. Call the rectory for additional information.  
 
SACRAMENT OF THE SICK & COMMUNION CALLS - 
Please call the rectory to have a priest come for the Sacrament 
of the Sick.  
Our parish family will be happy to pray for you when you are 
sick. Please call the rectory to have your loved ones included on 
our prayer list. 
 
BULLETIN ARTICLES - Must  be in the rectory by 8AM , on the 
Friday, 10 days prior to the Sunday the information is to appear 
in. Dead - line may be EARLIER if there is a major HOLYDAY and/
or HOLIDAY!! 

page 6 



TODAY'S READINGS 
First Reading -- Speak, for your 
servant is listening 
(1 Samuel 3:3b-10, 19). 
Psalm -- Here am I, Lord; I 
come to do your will  
(Psalm 40). 
Second Reading -- Do you not 
know that your body is a 
temple of the Holy Spirit within 
you?  
(1 Corinthians 6:13c-15a, 17-20). 
Gospel -- Andrew found his 
brother Simon and brought 
him to Jesus (John 1:35-42). 
The English translation of the Psalm 
Responses from the Lectionary for Mass 
(c) 1969, 1981, 1997, International 
Commission on English in the Liturgy 
Corporation. All rights reserved. 

 
READINGS FOR THE WEEK 
Mon: 1 Sm 15:16-23; Mk 2:18-
 22 
Tues: 1 Sm 16:1-13; Mk 2:23-28 
Wed: 1 Sm 17:32-33, 37, 40-51; 
 Mk 3:1-6 
Thurs: 1 Sm 18:6-9; 19:1-7;  
 Mk 3:7-12 
Fri: 1 Sm 24:3-21; Mk 3:13-19 
Sat: 2 Sm 1:1-4, 11-12, 19, 23-
 27; Mk 3:20-21 
Sun: Jon 3:1-5, 10; Ps 25; 1 
 Cor 7:29-31;Mk 1:14-20 
 
CHAINS OF GRACE 
 The chains of grace are 
so powerful, and yet so sweet, 
that though they attract our 
heart, they do not shackle our 
freedoms. 
--St. Francis de Sales 
 
GENTLENESS 
 Feelings are 
everywhere--be gentle. 
--J. Masai 
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Stop in the rectory to find out how 

to enroll a loved one and/or 
commemorate any special  

family blessing or event. 

Jan. 
21-22 

Commentator 
Lector 

Minister of Bread  Minister of Cup Server 

5:00 B. Parylak R. Bernard T. Bernard J. Rasmussen 

 Sr. Louise M. Mellett D. Horist N. Nieves 

  C. Rakow   

7:30 C. Carlson M. Davis B. Tarpey M. Davis 

  K. Moretti C. Hilgart J. Austin 

9:00 L. Hamilton R. Shotsberger E. Jankiewicz A. Shotsberger 

 M. Chmura C. Chmura Sr. Rita Mae A. Hoeflich 

  G. Rizzo   

11:00 D. Solis N. Krzys A. Cannizzaro S. Sewell 

 T. Roder L. Lewis L. Ramirez S. Tartaglia 

  M. Trujillo  1/16-21 

    M. Davis 
J. Austin 

Saturday, January 14th 
5:00 PM 

Frank Mueller 
Renee Gradassi 
Craig Bastek 
Edward Wiktorek 

Sunday,  January 15th 

7:30AM 
    Crosby & Sladaritz 
       Families 
    Bruno Jaroszek 
    Joseph Sajkiewicz 

9:00AM 
    Louis & Carmella 
       Chiappetti 

11:00AM 
    James R. Quartello 
    Salvatore Minneci 
    Audrey Hansen 
    Joseph Compell 
    Gene Cadetto 
    Peter Cadetto 

Monday, January16th 
8:00AM 

    Alice Rybarski 

Tuesday, January 17th 
8:00AM 

Peter John Miscinski, Jr. 

Thursday, January 19th  
8:00 AM 

Cecile & Frank Priebe 

Friday, January 20th 
8:00 AM 

 Reno Pan 

Saturday, January 21st 
8:00 AM 

Helen  Siedlecki 

5:00 PM 

    Loretta Wade 

Sunday,  January 22nd 

7:30AM
    Bruno Jaroszek 
    Marceli Wasilewicz 
    Rosa Cinardi 

9:00AM 
    Louis & Marge Chiappetti 

11:00AM 
    James R. Quartello 
    Joseph Compell 

Wednesday, January 18th 
8:00AM 

    Daniel Fanella 



ED THE PLUMBER
ED THE CARPENTER

Best Work • Best Rate
Satisfaction Guaranteed

As We Do All 
Our Own Work
Lic# 055-026066

Parishioner Discount

708-652-1444

TREASURES OF THE VATICAN

2012 WALL CALENDAR
•Illuminated manuscript art from the Vatican Apostolic Library

(The Pope’s personal collection!)

•Charming photographs of Pope Benedict XVI and excerpts from his writings

•Large Roman Catholic calendar grid with important liturgical and civil dates

1-800-566-6150
12x9, full color • JSP12-VCR $14.95

8056 Grand Ave., River Grove 60171

Tom McWherter 708-453-9987

Single

and

pregnant?

We care
about you.

Call 1-800-CARE-002
Catholic Charities

Belmont Funeral Home
7120 W. Belmont Ave.        (773) 286-2500

Sabrina Bassi LaBarbera
Serving the Neighborhood For 3 Generations

000146 St Cyprian Church

ANTHONY’S
Heating & Cooling Inc.

Furnace or Boiler

14 Point Clean & Check $59.95

Sr. Disc. 24 Hrs.
Suburban (847) 640-9200

City (773) 237-5724
www.anthonysheatingandcoolinginc.com

Painting
Remodeling

Over 17 Years in Business
Free Estimates

Mike Wyda        (708) 453-2254

★ 6 Days a Week
Banking

★ 5 Drive-In Windows
& Drive-Up ATM

773-625-3300

7315  Grand
Elmwood Park, IL

Member

NEW LOCATION
2315 N. Mannheim Rd. • MELROSE PARK, IL 60164
847.455.0122                   Mark Hagen

www.jspaluch.com                                                       For Ads: J.S. Paluch Co., Inc. 1-800-566-6170

THE MONTCLAIR-LUCANIA FUNERAL HOME
“The Finest  for  Funerals and I t  Costs No More”

(773) 622-9300
6901 W. Belmont Ave    Chicago, IL 60634

Pre-Arranged, Insurance Funded
Funerals or Trusts

BART A. SMITH
8259 West Grand Avenue • River Grove, IL 60171

Office 708-456-4500 • Fax 708-456-4520

email: bas@2smithlaw.com

Attorneys At Law

COMPUTER WIZ
Service • Installation

Trouble Shooting & Repair
Home & Business Networks

708-456-7499
Steve Halvax Parishioner

NUZZO SEWER & PLUMBING INC.
708-456-7300           Power Rodding             773-625-6280

All Sewer & Plumbing Repairs & Installation

Specializing in Flood Control • Correcting Low Water Pressure

Video Sewer & Locating Service  www.nuzzoplumbing.com  Lic. # 14636  Lic. # 055-024301

BODY & FENDER SERVICE
JOSEPH J. BELLOCCHIO

7536 W. Grand Ave., Elmwood Pk.
(708) 456-9424

Business
Slow?

Advertise In This Bulletin!
Businesses that advertised

throughout a recession...grew 256%
more than the businesses

that chose not to advertise.
—MCGRAW HILL LABORATORY OF ADVERTISING PERFORMANCE

Call 1-800-621-5197 ex 2704 today for a FREE ad design.

THE ELMS FUNERAL HOME
7600 WEST GRAND AVENUE, AT THE CIRCLE - ELMWOOD PARK

-VALET PARKING-

708-453-1234
WWW.ELMSFH.COM

New Facilities - New Owners - New Beginnings

Funeral Directors With Over 50 years Experience Committed To Service

PIZZA, PASTA & CATERING

8343 W. Grand

708-453-1000
$1 Off

ANY 16" OR 18"
THIN CRUST

PIZZA 
For Carry Out

Only

FREE PASTA
W/ANY ORDER

OF $20 
OR MORE

For Carry Out
Only

$3 OFF
ANY ORDER

OF $25
OR MORE

For Carry Out
Only

Des Plaines 
Drapery Service
JEROME JAJKO

Parishioner
Phone: 847.288.6610

TONY “T.C.” CULLOTTA
ID# 228216

Reverse Mortgage Specialist

Call 708-566-0011
For a FREE Consultation

Dr. Lawrence T. Jacobs

Family Dental Care

8235 Grand Ave.

River Grove      453-0250


